Failed by rescue mechanisms,
deserted animals take to roads

Saranya.Chakrapani
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: When a home-
grown pedigree dog is deser-
ted, his/her instant defence
mechanism is to start run-
ningforlife. Whileat times, he
keeps to the corners, at other
times he’s racing between ve-
hicles, like Beera, the five-ye-
ar-old pug, who was found by
TOI past midnight last week
at the Ashok Pillar junction.
“It's alarming to see the
number of pugs that have be-
en abandoned. People picked
them up as puppies in the ear-
1y 2000s when Vodafone made
them fashionable, but igno-
rantof their high vulnerabili-
ty to health complications,
they abandoned them later.
This is true of any exotic bre-
ed,” says Dinesh Baba, animal

IN SAFE HANDS: The pug Beera,
was found with a severe skin
infection common to his breed

activist and founder of Cloud
No 9 Kennel and Nursing
Care.

This pug too, was found
with asevere skin infection —
common to his breed — that
had led to excessive loss of fur,
and scaled skin on his body,

which was was diseased with
mites.

Baba was among the few
people — of the dozen that
TOI tried to reach — who offe-
red to keep Beera at his home

for the night, until he could be

moved to his nursing centre
next morning. Beera is now
being treated at the centre. No
activist or animal shelter —
including the Blue Cross of
India which has a 24-hour hel-
pline — responded when there
was a need. While a few shel-
ters who did respond, asked
for the dog’s photographs to
be sent before they could deci-
de if he was fit to be taken in,
some others promised to take
himinonce theirshelters ope-
ned next morning, but remai-
ned inaccessible throughout
thefollowing day.

A shelter’s onus lies in

having its doors open at all ti-
mes, believes Shiranee Perei-
ra of People For Animals
(PFA), who referred us to peo-
ple who could help the dog
that night. However, what is
also true is that several shel-
ters in the city are saturated
with abandoned, diseased
and injured animals, at times
evenlackingthefundstocater
tothemall.

“There are two sides to
this,” says Pereira. “PFA ta-
kes in animals any time of the
day. But we don't go for 24-ho-
ur rescues, because we don’t
have the funds that afford us
an ambulance. And that is
why;, the least we expect of the
rescuer is to drop the animal
off at our shelter in Red Hills.
This kind of a service is suc-
cessful only when both parti-
esmeet halfway,” she says.
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- Meet city’s only woman dog trainer

@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Leaving a high-pa-
_yingengineeringjobtofollow
where your heart lies has al-
waysbeenadifficult call.

~ But that is exactly what
Sharmila Jayaram Sharma
decided todo in 2015 when she
gave up her job at HCL Tech-
‘nologies to become possibly
the city’s onhr professional
woman canine trainer. -

In a country where ‘dog
trainers’ usually pass off wit-
hout much screening, Shar-
mila is one of the few who
hold a certification from the
International Association of
Canine Professionals (IACP).

“There is a definite grey
area when it comes to regula-

DOGGONE IT: Sharmila Jayaram
who completed her 8-month long
training course from the
city-based Woodstock Dog
Training School, got her certificate
from the International Association
of Canine Professionals in the US

tions on pets in India. There
is no certification that one
can avail here, which is why I
had to get mine from the US-
based IACP,” says Sharmila.
For the 30-year-old, who is
practising canine behavior
training by the book, it took 8
months to complete her cour-
se from Woodstock Dog Trai-
ning School in the city, where
she now works as a full-time
trainer, handling all kinds of

canines — from furries to In-

dies. Then she applied for the
certification.

A typical session at the ci-
ty school starts as early as
Tam and she works around
theclock, givingbehaviortra-
ining to not only fhe doggos -
but also their owners/pa-
rents.

“We don’t teach how to
shake a hand or any such par-
lortricks. Thisisatrainingto
ensure the dog becomes abso-
lutely reliable and trustwort-
hy, knowing his/her bounda-
riesand helpingin time of an
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emergency,” she says, explai-

ning the training involves re-
ading material and follow-
ups.

- Explaining her job furt-
her, Sharmila said, “There
was some hesitation at thebe-
ginning, my family and fri-
ends didn’t understand why
I'd quit from a position as a
manager to go train dogs. But
if you'reagood trainer witha
certification from a recogni-
sed international body, you
can make a good llvingout of
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