ost people, pet par-
M ents or not, em-

pathise with the
strays on the roads. It is heart
breaking to see an animal
abandoned, in pain/ill, with-
out anyone to help. Most peo-
Ple would possibly like to... but
don’t know how to g0 about
it. It is not always possible to
geta home for a stray but there
are a number of ways in which
We can ease their pain.

SAFETY
The first thing to keep in

dog which is hurt, ill or
abandoned, is Very anx-
ious and scared. In this

might be in pain and can

snap at you.

Once you build trust and
establish contact, make sure
to move him/her in a safe
place. Hurt and abandoned
dogs are easily attacked by
other dogs. Move the stray
away from the road and traf-
fic — distressed animals often
panic and run loose on the
road, which can be Iife-
threatening.

PRIS&US.

mind is your own safety. A

lgg,mapuudmpmnl?

il ot o a1, VS B ot catony s sk
s castly. It pig is giv-
may attack out of fear or ing you trouble? Whatever is
pain. Before you ap-  your creature companion,
proach, give the animal we are here fo !.im hm
enough time to trust you, Mention your full name and
Be careful in touching or } YOua city, “d.:':d ml -
picking up the dog as it S o g

LOST DOGS

Most people decide to get
lost dogs home without put-
ting enough effort into find-
ing their owner. The same
thing happens in cases of
stray puppies. People get
them home without search-
ing for the parents of the
puppy. Says Abhinav Sri-
han, Fauna Police, “Also, in
most of these cases people
keep these dogs at home for
some time and then give
them to shelters. In Indian
shelters, only 5-10 per cent
dogs survive. So, shelter
should be the last resort.

& Most shelters are over popu-

lated and the chances of a
healthy dog catching infec-
tions is very high too,”

The wisest decision is to
look for the owner, and if
not found, to look for a fam-
ily that can commit to tak-
ing care of the dog forever,

ACCIDENT CASES

Animal accident cases are
the most disheartening to
witness. You should imme-
diately take the animal to
the closest veterinarian or
get in touch an animal
NGO. Animal activist Divya
Puri says, “NGOs and vets
don'’t always have access to
ambulances. You might
need to take the dog to the
vet or hospital yourself.
Once the dog gets med-
ical aid and recovers, it is
advisable to leave the dog
in the same area he/she was
picked from.”
— Swati Tandon,
pet expert
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