Pubhc funds Wlll no longer be used for
mamtammg rescued animals: AWBI
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© Chennai: Public funds will no
: longerbeusedforma.mtmmng

i animals rescued from traffick-

ing and abuse as the onus has

i been fixed on the accused till

the court verdict is out, says
i Animal Welfare Board of India
i (AWBI).

: Nearly 4,000 to 7,000 ani-

~ mals are rescued from abuse 4
every year in India and more

than10,000peopleare convicted
in connection with such cases,
accordingtoofficial data.

As soon as a case is booked
by the local police, the rescued
animals are sent to the nearest
animal care centre with a shel-
ter home, which are run by

]

On an average, it takes four to six months for the
court to pronounce the verdict on these cases,
but till then the NGOs, funded by AWBI, spend
money from their own pockets to feed the
animals and for other related expenses

NGOs recognised by AWBI, a
statutory body functlonmg un-
der the Union environment
ministry,

On an average, it takes four
to six months for the court to
pronounce the verdict on these

cases, but till then the NGOs,

funded by AWBI, spend money
from their own pockets to feed
the animals, to provide neces-
sary medication and other re-
lated expenses, said S K Mittal,

an AWBI member. Though the
court orders the convicted per-
sons to reimburse the cost, the
NGOsdonotgetback theentire
amount they had spent, be-
cause there isno standard rule
on rates to be provided for ani-
mal care in these circumstane-
es,

Inarecentmeeting, the AW-
BI had revised the rules. Ac-
cordingly, the accused should
takecareof theentireexpenses

until the case is disposed of,
Atotalof Rs150to Rs300 has
been fixed as maintenance cost
per day and animals’ owner-
ship would be transferred if
they failed to pay this amount
on time, Mittal said. “As far as
TN is concerned, there is ram-
pant trafficking of cattle to the
neighbouring state of Kerala
through Palakkad check post.
Soon, we will be working along
with local enforcement author-
ities to ensure that cases are
booked not only under Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals
(PCA)ActbutalsounderMotor
Vehicles Act, IPC and Wildlife
Protection Act. By this, we be-
lieve that illegal animal traf
ficking can be brought under
control,” headded.




