ome prefer fierce Ger-
S man Shepards while

others melt at the sight
of a cuddly Cocker Spaniel.
For some, it's the Great Dane
and some love carrying little
Chihuahuas. The qualities
that attract you to a certain
breed can be subjective to
your personal preferences.
There are a number of factors
involved in choosing the
right breed for oneself. For
example aversion of long fur
can be one of the reasons a
lot of people prefer dog
breeds like Labradors or Bea-
gles. In the same way, many -
of us prefer the punched

faced Boxers and Pugs to a |

Golden Retriever.
One such important fac-

Small-sized dogs
live longer than
large breeds

“PBIS & US

ing your dog. It is not wise to
keep a large dog in a small
apartment where there may
not be enough space for him
to play and exercise.

Another factor is the age.
Little do people know that
smaller breeds tend to live
longer than large breeds. A
Great Dane (one of the largest
dog breeds) has a life span of
8-10 years and a Chihuahua
(smallest dog breed) can live
up to 18 years.
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A recent research con-
ducted by Dr Cornelia Kraus
from Germany studied
56,000 dogs from 74 differ-
ent breeds. It suggested that
for every increase of 4.4
pounds of body weight, a
dog’s lifespan decreases by
one month. Larger dogs age
quickly because they grow
faster. For example a Great
Dane grows ten folds in the
first year itself. This is a ma-
jor reason why cells in their
body start deteriorating at
an accelerated pace. This re-
sults in large dogs getting

age-related diseases sooner
than smaller dogs

. The life span of a dog is
: vitally affected by the

tor is the size of the dog. &m&mzm: 2

Some prefer large-sized dogs  Maybe your guinea pig is giv-

way they are cared for
too. While our large com-
panions might have

because of their intimidat- ing you trouble? Whatever is shorter lifespans, the way
ing looks while others pre- = your creature companion, we care for them can
fer tiny toy dogs because ~We are here to listen to you.  ,ke their years with us
they look cute. The size of Mention m;dhll';m ana healthy and happy.

your house is also an im- phz;:f mﬂ' aRd ’t‘r;: % — Swati Tandon,
portant factor while choos- timeslife@timesgroup.com pet expert




